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• What is a Data Entity

• Why Data Entities

• A City of Columbus Use Case

Every-Day Use of Data Entities



Data entities provide conceptual abstraction and encapsulation of underlying 
table schema that represent data concepts and functionalities. 
In Microsoft Dynamics AX 2012, most tables, like the Customer and Vendor tables, 
were de-normalized and split into multiple tables. This was beneficial from a 
database design point of view, but made it difficult for implementers and ISV's to 
use without a thorough understanding of the physical schema.
Data entities were introduced as part of data management to be used as a layer 
of abstraction to easily understand by using business concepts. In previous 
versions there were multiple ways to manage data, such as Microsoft Excel Add-
ins, AIF, and DIXF. The concept of data entities combines those different concepts 
into one. After data entities are created, you should be able to reuse them for an 
Excel Add-ins, import/export, or integration. 

Data Entity MS Explanation



• Using basic and familiar business concepts, data from multiple 

tables is grouped together in a way that is easy to understand.

• Example: Vendor Record

Say What?

Dynamics365musings.com/d365-data-entity

https://dynamics365musings.com/d365-data-entity/#more-2725


• Easily understood (familiar business concepts)

• A Customer/Vendor Record

• Items, including storage and financial dimensions

• Controls access to certain tables

• Especially for 3rd party applications

• Add and/or Extract Data

Why Data Entities



• Fixed Assets
• Monthly: 40-60 assets 

• Year End: (Project related Assets) 900+ assets

• Manual Addition: 2-3 min/asset

• Resource: 1 Person

City of Columbus Use Case



• Identify the Fixed Asset Data Entity(s)
• Export Existing
• Determine the Required and Desired Fields

• Populated upon export
• Entered during manual process

• Create a Template
• Import to Sandbox
• Review Results

Test Plan



A Note About Security …..
Very few roles have access to Data Management …. 

Which is as it should be!



Demo



Questions



• learn.microsoft.com/en-us/dynamics365/fin-ops-core/dev-itpro/data-entities

• Dynamics365musings.com/d365-data-entity

References
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