


Canvas App: What I Wish I Knew

(And the Mistakes to Avoid)



• Retail to Recruiting to Tech
• Side Quest as Community Relations 

Coordinator for MLS Team

• 5 years in IT, 4 as a consultant
• Software Engineer @ Kiewit

Brittany Bolden





Agenda

• Delegation Warning

• Types of Variables

• Formulas & Functions

• Pitfalls & Error Handling

• User Interface/User Experience (UI/UX)

• Sustainability & Support



Delegation

- Don’t ignore the signs



Variables

- Global

- Context

- Collect

- With



• Named Formula

Formulas



Formulas



Functions

• Concurrent

• Ungroup

• Distinct

• CountRows

• DateDiff

• Concatenate

• Remove

• For All

• Lower





Pitfalls -This or That

• OnSelect vs OnChange vs OnVisible vs OnStart

• IsBlank vs IsEmpty

• Collect vs ClearCollect

• Patch vs SubmitForm





Error Handling

• Is(Error), Is(Blank), Coalesce()

• If(Error)

• devMode

• Notify 

• Form.OnFailure

• App.OnError

• FirstError.
• Message

• Source



UI/UX



• Avoid Formula Sprawl

• Variable Prefixes

• Comment your code

• Name your controls

• Minimize data calls

• Nested Functions

Sustainability & Support



• Plan your screens

• Add a Notes screen

• Dynamic controls

• Realistic data volumes

• Avoid LookUps inside 

galleries

10 Tips/Take Aways

• Use loading spinners

• App Checker

• Avoid variables OnStart

• Group controls

• Publish frequently





Q&A



Feedback
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